CHAPTER XIII

METAPHYSICAL POETRY

!\?OTE ON THE TERM "METAPHYSICAL POETRY35

THE term "metaphysical"' was first applied to poetry of
the school of Donne by Dr. Johnson In his Life of Cowley*
He seems to have taken a hint from Dryden, who wrote of
Donne that ;;he seems to affect the metaphysics, not only in
his satires, but In Ms amorous verses". Passages in Spence.s
Anecdotes seem to show that the term was known to Pope*
For critical expositions of the nature of the "metaphysical"
style, which seems to have begun with Donne and which con-
tinued to be fashionable till the middle of the seventeenth
century, the reader Is referred to Johnson's Life of Cowley^
Grierson's introd. to his Metaphysical Lyrics and Poems (O.U.P.)
and the recent critical works of J. B. Leishman and Joan
Bennett (see below). The metaphysical school never entirely
dominated English poetry. It had to contend with other
traditions, italianate Renaissance humanism, and the
courtly and neo-classical movements. These strains were by
no means mutually exclusive, and are often found in the same
writer, and even in the same poem. The writers Included In
this section are a selection of those in whose work the "meta-
physical" element Is prominent.

GENERAL STUDIES

The classic critique of the metaphysical school is to be
found In Dr. Johnson's Life of Copley (in Lives of the Poets].
The introd. to Griersoirs Metaphysical Lyrics and Poems
(O.U.P.)> F. E. Hutchinson's chapter on "The Sacred Poets
(CLH.E.L. Vol. vii) and T. S. Eliot's The Metaphysical Poets
(1921) are excellent short studies. Recent Important works
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